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. (U) Scope Note

(U) The Worldwide Threat to Shipping (WTS) message provides information on threats to merchant vessels, the
shipping industry, and other maritime stakeholders worldwide in the last 30 days. This report is produced primarily
to inform merchant mariners and naval forces.

2. (U) Warnings and Advisories: No active Warnings or Advisories.

3. (U) Summary:

A. (U) KIDNAPPING UPDATE: On 6 October, it was reported that the two Russians and one Equatorial
Guinean kidnapped from DJIBLOHO in May were released from captivity.

B. (U) KIDNAPPING UPDATE: On 6 October, it was reported that the Russian and Ukrainian kidnapped from
RIO MITONG in May were released from captivity.

C. (U) YEMEN: On 4 October, a tanker was approached 40 NM southeast of Al Mukalla.
D. (U) DR CONGO: On 5 October, robbers boarded a container ship anchored in Pointe Noire Anchorage.
E. (U) INDIA: On 4 October, robbers boarded a bulk carrier anchored in Kakinada Anchorage.

F. (U) YEMEN: On 3 October, a merchant tanker at Rudum Terminal area reported suspicious floating
objects, apparently drifting, that exploded nearby.

G. (U) NIGERIA: On 3 October, armed pirates attacked and boarded a passenger boat as it transited between
Oron and Calabar, Cross River State.
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H. (U) BRAZIL: On 2 October, authorities searched the Antigua and Barbuda-flagged general cargo ship
UNISPIRIT at Sao Sebastiao Port.

I.  (U) ECUADOR: On 1 October, a container ship under pilotage was boarded by robbers armed with guns.

J.  (U) IVORY COAST: On 1 October, a fishing vessel was approached approximately 170 NM south-southwest
of Abidjan.

K. (U) LIBERIA: On 1 October, one robber boarded a tanker berthed at BMC Pier, Monrovia.

L. (U) MALAYSIA: On 30 September, it was reported that one of five hostages kidnapped from the Malaysia-
flagged fishing vessel SSK-00543 died in a clash between kidnappers and Philippine military forces.

4. (U) Details: Monthly Incidents by Region

(U) This section lists reports of active violence against shipping, credible threats to shipping, or the potential for a
situation to develop into a direct threat to shipping over the last 30 days. Every effort is made to ensure that
incidents are not double-counted. In the event double counting is detected, or an incident is later found to be
different than initially reported, an explanation of the cancellation of the inaccurate report will be made in at least
one message prior to dropping the erroneous report.

A. (U) NORTH AMERICA:

1. (U) CALIFORNIA: On 20 September, a crew member onboard the Liberia-flagged container ship MSC REVENNA
attacked another crew member with a knife. The second crew member suffered stab wounds and subsequently
died from his injuries. The master of the ship persuaded attacker to surrender and locked him in a cabin. He was

arrested upon the ship’s arrival at Long Beach - Los Angeles on 22 September. (FleetMon)

2. (U) MEXICO: On 21 September at 0842LT, the Mexican Navy seized a Mexico-flagged product tanker BLUE
COMMANDER at Veracruz Port for alleged transportation of stolen fuel. The vessel and 21 crew members were
arrested for the crime of possessing hydrocarbons without the paperwork showing its source. According to the
report, the illegal fuel-theft operation was part of a larger conspiracy run by the Jalisco Nueva Generacién cartel
and the Sangre Nueva Zeta cartel. (Maritime Executive)
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B. (U) CENTRAL AMERICA - CARIBBEAN - SOUTH AMERICA:
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Figure 1. South America Piracy and Maritime Crime

1. (U) BRAZIL: On 2 October, authorities searched the Antigua and Barbuda-flagged general cargo ship UNISPIRIT
at Sao Sebastiao Port. During the search, 1.5 tons of cocaine were found hidden in big bags loaded with corn. The
ship was destined for Cadiz, Spain. (FleetMon)

2. (U) ECUADOR: On 1 October, a container ship under pilotage near position 02:33S - 080:06W, Guayaquil river
passage, was boarded by robbers armed with guns. A crew member saw the robbers opening the containers on
deck. The alarm was raised and all crew instructed to stay inside the accommodation area. The robbers fired their
weapons towards the accommodation area, and escaped with cargo stolen from the containers. Incident reported
to port authorities. (IMB; Clearwater Dynamics)

3. (U) ECUADOR: On 26 September, robbers armed with guns boarded a container ship under pilotage near
position 02:26S - 080:02W, Guayaquil. Ship's master raised the alarm, activated the Ship Security Alert System and
mustered the crew. Despite the continuous alarm and searchlights, the robbers stole cargo from containers and
departed. The master reported the incident local authorities, who later boarded the vessel to investigate. Two
containers were found open. (IMB)

4. (U) BRAZIL: On 20 September at 0410 UTC, a robbery occurred on a Denmark-flagged bulk carrier NORD
NEPTUNE anchored at Macapa Anchorage near position 00:01N - 051:00W. Two robbers armed with knives were
spotted near the forepeak store by a duty crew member on routine rounds. The duty officer was informed and the
crew retreated into the accommodation. The alarm was raised, the crew mustered, and searchlights were directed
towards the forepeak, which resulted in the robbers making their escape into a waiting boat with a white hull. A
full search was conducted, which confirmed that ship's property had been stolen. The incident was reported to the
pilot station. (Clearwater Dynamics, IMO-GISIS)

5. PUERTO RICO: On 16 September, U.S. personnel arrested two U.S. citizens and seized a speedboat carrying
1,787 kilograms of cocaine near Vieques, Puerto Rico. (www.cbp.gov)

C. (U) ATLANTIC OCEAN AREA: No current incidents to report.
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D. (U) NORTHERN EUROPE - BALTIC: No current incidents to report.
E. (U) MEDITERRANEAN - BLACK SEA: No current incidents to report.

F. (U) WEST AFRICA:
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Figure 2. Gulf of Guinea Piracy and Maritime Crime
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1. (U) KIDNAPPING UPDATE: On 6 October, it was reported that the two Russians and one Equatorial Guinean
kidnapped on 9 May from the Equatorial Guinea-flagged research/survey vessel DJIBLOHO, while anchored at
Luba Anchorage, Equatorial Guinea, were released from captivity after 150 days. (Clearwater Dynamics)

2. (U) KIDNAPPING UPDATE: On 6 October, it was reported that the Russian and Ukrainian kidnapped on 9 May
from the Comoros-flagged general cargo ship RIO MITONG while off Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, were released

from captivity after 150 days. (Clearwater Dynamics)

3. (U) DR CONGO: On 5 October, robbers boarded a container ship anchored near position 04:44S - 011:46E,

Pointe Noire Anchorage. The robbers broke into a storeroom and stole 280 liters of paint. Local authorities were

informed. (Clearwater Dynamics)
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